Program Notes

The title of the original Longfellow
poem is Christmas Bells. There is an
interesting story behind the writing of
the poem. Charles Appleton Longfellow
was the eldest son of the famous poet
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and
Fannie Elizabeth Appleton, who lived in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. In March of
1863, with the Civil War then in its third
year, nineteen year old Charley ran away
to Washington to join the Union Army.
He presented himself for enlistment to
the commander of Battery A of the 1*
Massachusetts Artillery, who knew the
boy. The officer contacted Henry who
reluctantly gave his permission for the
boy to enlist.

Charley proved himself such an
exceptional soldier that he was soon
offered a commission as a Second
Lieutenant of Artillery. He first saw
action at the Battle of Chancello
In June he was briefly invalid
following a bout of typhoid fe
malaria, rejoining his unit i
Then in November,
New Hope Church,

grazing his spi
being paraly

—Ronald Perera

Christmas Bells

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet

The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as th
The belfries of all Ch
Had rolled along
The unbroken s@

-stones of a continent,
made forlorn

households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head,;
“There is no peace on earth,” I said:
“For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead; nor doth He sleep!

The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men!”

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
(1807-1882)
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