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Johann Baptist Joseph 

Maximilian “Max” Reger 

(1873–1916)

Though he was baptized a 
Catholic, and while a teenager 
served as organist for the city 
parish Catholic church of St. 
Michael in Weiden (Germany), 
Reger wrote more preludes on 
the historic evangelical chorales 
than anyone since Bach, whom 
he revered. St. Michael was a 
church used by both Lutherans 
and Catholics. Presumably, 
this provided his exposure to 
the evangelical chorale and 
nurtured his reverence for Bach 
that ignited his creativity and 
led to his impressive output. 
Perhaps it also helped that he 
married a divorced Lutheran 
woman, which got him excom-
municated from the Catholic 
church.

Someone once quipped that 
Reger wrote “too many notes.” 
His compositions were harmon-
ically complex and he wrote 
everything from gargantuan 
settings to very approachable 
miniatures. Reger has been 
somewhat out of fashion 
recently, but I nevertheless com-
mend him to you for further 

investigation. Dozens of his 
chorale settings will enhance 
your service repertoire, are 
waiting to be rediscovered, 
and do not require extensive 

preparation.

38 Chorals,  

by Lionel Rogg  

(b. 1936) 

ECS 6210, Canticle 

Distributing 

My most tantalizing discovery in 
the preparation of this article 
was a slightly smaller, contem-
porary “Orgelbüchlein” from 
the early 2000s by the Swiss 
composer Lionel Rogg. Augs-
burg had released one other 
chorale-based publication by 
Rogg in the mid-70s, but it met 
with limited enthusiasm. There 
should be only applause and 
accolades for this newer volume. 
Rogg, who thrice recorded 
all of Bach’s organ works, has 
absorbed not only Bach’s spirit 
but also the style of Brahms 
in a newer style and distinctly 
expressive manner.

This gets my unqualified recom-
mendation as a must-have for 

your organ library. Every one of 
these is consummately crafted. 
To name only one, his setting of 
WACHET AUF is magnificent and 
a joy to listen to and play!

Search YouTube!

The great majority of these 
pieces are available on YouTube, 
the greatest invention since the 
electric blower. ALCM member 
Bruce Bengtson, longtime 
organist at Luther Memorial 
Church in Madison, is featured 
playing many of these pieces 
I’ve mentioned at his weekly 
noonday recitals. You can find 
them in order from the most 
recent on back at www.luther 
mem.org/organ-recitals/. 

Spend some time searching for 
chorale settings this summer on 
YouTube. Maybe you will find 
chorale settings by Alexandre 
Guilmant (there’s an easy one 
on the tune VALET WILL ICH DIR 

GEBEN). Perhaps someone has 
posted the chorale settings of 
Arnold Schoenberg—yes, he 
wrote a few when he became 
a Lutheran convert in 1898 
before returning to Judaism in 
1933.  n

Editor’s note: If you’re curious to 

know which chorales have been 

set by what composers, you’ll 

find a comprehensive resource in 

the “Biographical Dictionary of 

Organists, Composers, and Organ 

Builders” at www.organ-biography 

.info. Under the white letters on 

the home page, click on “Chorale 

Preludes” and then on any letter 

under “Chorale Prelude Index.” 

This yields a staggering list of 

chorales by composers. Watch 

which you select, though: EIN’ FEST 

BURG lists only seven composers, 

but for EIN’ FESTE BURG the list seems 

to go on forever. 

The composer 

at work [Max 
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