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Review of Publications - cont.
Critique de publications - suite.

MIX AND MATCH FOR OLDER 
BEGINNERS
Primer & Level 1 Performance Book
by Stephen Chatman and Tara Wohlberg
ECSPublishing 70708

My students and I had a great time 
playing through the thirty-six pieces. 
They all have complimentary duets that 
add depth and great colour and make for 
pleasant music making! I used this book 
for sight reading after time off during 
Spring Break. A number of the pieces 
are familiar which is always enjoyed 
by students. It was rather fun playing 
Christmas Carols in the end of March 
as well, although I must say I drew the 
line at Jingle Bells!, Happy Birthday, a 
song all students need to learn, is in 
the early part of the book. The music 
increases in difficulty and could definitely 
compliment any method books used 
with your students. A multi-key, five 
finger approach is used throughout. The 
second piece is titled Glissando Boogie 
and contains both descending and 
ascending glissandi. I like the footnote: 
‘optional mitten, oven mitt, or shirt 
sleeve on RH’. The book is pedagogically 
sound incorporating numerous terms 
and symbols our students learn in their 
theory books. The key signatures are 
basic; never exceeding a single sharp 
or flat and chromatic passages are also 
available in numerous pieces. There is 
varied articulation and hand crossing to 
make the music more interesting and 
complex. The shortest note value in the 
student’s parts is an eighth note. The 
time signatures are primarily 3/4 or 4/4 but 
Pomp and Circumstance by Elgar is in 
cut time. I like the frequent use of the 
anacrusis as it really helps the student 
learn to get to the important beat 1. My 
students and I especially enjoyed the 
Texas Tango which has syncopation.

I found this book fun and very playable. 
A bonus for students is the included 
CD that contains two tracks for each 
arrangement: a full demo performance 
track for listening and practice, plus a 
separate play-along track that lets the 
student be the soloist. Truly enjoyable!

Jean Ritter - British Columbia

INSPRIRED
7 Intermediate Piano Solos
by Irene Voros
Red Leaf Pianoworks

This is another lovely collection of 
music by Canadian Irene Voros. From 
the composer “Inspired features jazz 
elements of syncopated rhythms, 
complex harmonies and expressive 
melodic lines.” 

This collection features seven pieces 
of music with such evocative titles as 
Solace, Reflection, Impact, Compassion, 
Hope, Courage and Inspired. Each piece 
sets out to portray the mood of the title 
and there is something for every student. 

This collection would be at the 
intermediate level and any of the pieces 
would make a great piece for a Canadian 
class in festival or as a year end recital 
piece. 

A great book for the teacher to add to 
the Canadian section of their music 
library.

Laureen Kells - Saskatchewan

Sample scores of each of these  
publications are available for viewing at 

www.ecspublishing.com

Stephen Chatman and Tara Wohlberg 

Mix and Match—Performance Books

Piano Methods Books

• Imaginative and diverse

• Designed as an innovative mix-and-
match complement to any standard 
piano method book

• Paired with harmonically rich duets

• Ideal for recitals or festivals

• Corresponds in pedagogical 
approach to popular method books 

• Each book includes a CD and access 
to downloadable audio tracks

PRIMER LEVEL
7.0706 $14.95

LEVEL 1
7.0707 $14.95

FOR OLDER BEGINNERS
PRIMER & LEVEL 1

7.0708 $15.95

http://www.ecspublishing.com

