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The Quiet Center

I began composing The Quiet Center in November 2016. I finished the 
collection on January 20, 2017 and recorded it in February. It was my way of 
seeking a quiet haven amidst the turbulence affecting our country, although 
I sincerely hope that by turning in, I can—through my music—reflect out. 
The uncomplicated piano solos are mostly quiet, introspective pieces, suitable 
for the quietly joyful expectation of Advent and Christmas. Each piece is 
approximately three minutes in length except O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
which is about four. 

Several pieces combine two hymn tunes. For example, Creator of the Stars of 
Night mixes CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM with HYFRYDOL, a tune many 
congregations sing with the Advent hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  
I have associated the folk tune MORNING SONG (CONSOLATION) with the 
text “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns,” but a recent hymnal uses 
the tune five times for various texts. I combined it with the spiritual Sometimes 
I Feel Like a Motherless Child. 
I hope that these pieces will find a place under your fingers and into the hearts 
of your listeners. 

—Thomas Keesecker
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The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
Morning Song / Motherless Child
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Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
Aberystwyth / Mendelssohn
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Tune: KINGSFOLD, Traditional English (PD).
Music: Thomas Keesecker, newly composed, and copyright © 2017 Birnamwood with this publication.

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Kingsfold
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Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming
Es ist ein’ Ros’ / Dona nobis pacem
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Tunes: CHRISTMAS, George Frederick Handel, 1685–1759, and written in 1728 (PD); SUO GÂN, Traditional Welsh (PD).
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While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Christmas / Suo Gân
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Creator of the Stars of Night
Conditor alme siderum / Hyfrydol
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Tune: VENI EMMANUEL, 15th-century French Chant (PD).
Music: Thomas Keesecker, newly composed, and copyright © 2017 Birnamwood with this publication.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Veni Emmanuel
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