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*The treble duet "Nò, di voi no vo' fidarmi" was composed in 1741.  It was later used in "Messiah" as

the chorus "For unto us a child is born" in a four-part version.  The Italian text is by Ortensio Mauro.

The English text is supplied by the editor.  Since this duet was composed for two Sopranos, the lower 

part in the original version is often too high for an Alto section of average vocal ability.  Where this is 

the case, this editor has taken the liberty of transposing those pitches down an octave.  The bass line was 

composed and figured by Handel.  The treble was realized by the editor.  Keyboard players with experience 

in the musical period will realize not only the freedom, but the obligation to change the treble part to suit 

different groups, different tempi and the musical ability and temperment of the keyboard player.   
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