Program Notes for Funky Dreidl (I Had a Little Dreid])

The four faces of the dreidl are inscribed with the Hebrew letters Nun (), Gimmel (3), Hei () and Shin (). In the game, cach
represents a particular gambling term related to Yiddish words.

Hebrew Letter Yiddish English

3 Nun Nischt nothing, i.e., take nothing from the pot

3 Gimmel Gantz all, i.e., take all of the pot

7 Hei Halb half, i.e., take half of the pot

¥ Shin Shtel put in, i.e., put two abjects into the pot s

However, the letters have been reinterpreted in the context of Chanukah as “Neis Gadol Hayah Sham &, “[a] great miracle hap-
pened here [in Jerusalem].” What was this miracle? k.
Historically, Chanukah marks the successful revolt of Judah and the Maccabees against the Hellenistis gwj'%man occupation forces
around 165 B.C.E., and the subsequent rededication of the temple. A story associated Wlth this re%lw that the templ owned
only enough sacramentql oil to burn for one day, but that, miraculously, the fire burned for exght%% (Muld suggest that tﬂ%ﬂtow
of the Maccabees over the Syrians was miracle enough. :
However, the placement of Chanukah on the calendar during the time of the long, dark n%
ing of oil, strongly suggests a far more ancient basis for this holiday, antecedents related tp,se

The Text*

Neis gadol hayah sham. N F
Get some raisins. Nuts are fine for filling up the pot. Put a couple in th%@t ﬁmwm the dreidl! Wh%d vou gct> Nun or Gimmel,
Hei or Shin will tell you if you win or lf you lose. A k4
I had a little dreidl, [} made it out of clay, and when it’s dry and ready, Wﬂdl I will playla,
Dreidl, dreidl, dreidl, [with] leg so short and thin, spinning dreidl tires outy'it drops and the%ﬂ win!
Dreidl, dreidl, dreidl, [it] loves to dance and spin, dreidl danggiiiiid dreidl spin, come pl MS begin!
Neis gadol hayah sham. & &
I had a little dreidl, I made it out of clay, and when 1%&3%&% my] dreidl I v
Here’s the dreidl; spin the dreidl! Come and play and spin %ﬁl%t the game b
(Erc.) .

N
L 4

* Because of the “funky” deployment of the lyric text@%words above contain ofly*the thostélefnental phrases that appear in the setting.

Indented lines include text based on My Dreid], w % b%(rrossman from 7 he S ¢
by the Lmted Synagogue (,ommlsslon onj %r@wm 1950. ©ﬁ ﬁ 950 by United Synagogue Commission on Jewish

Robert Applebaum (b. 1941)

SATB Chor% g

For biographical information visit:

1 Oh, C hanukﬁ%ﬁaghanukah 5902 www.bobapplebaum.com
2. Maoz tzur k4 5903

3 Funky Dreidl (I Had a Little Dreidl) 5904

SSAA Chorus

1. Oh, Chanukah/Y’mei hachanukah 8437

2. Maoz tzur 3438

3. Funky Dreidl (I Had a Little Dreidl) 8439

(with Piano)



Catalog No. 5904
The set Three Pieces for Chanukah was composed for Greg Skalinder and the Coriolis Ensemble, Evanston, IL.

Three Pieces for Chanukah

3. Funky Dreidl (I Had a Little Dreidl)
for SSATTB Chorus unaccompanied

Words by S. S. Grossman
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