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Preface
The text of the Gloria in excelsis dates back to at least the 4th century, making it one 

of the oldest hymns of the church. A variety of chant settings of the Gloria were sung 
during the first millennium, though it is impossible to date many of these versions. From 
the late Middle Ages to the present it has been a popular text for composed settings 
involving either voices and instruments or voices alone. This setting features brass quintet 
and timpani, organ and voices and divides the text into three parts, each set as a separate 
movement. The extended introduction of the first movement begins with a fanfare, which 
soon quiets for a short instrumental quotation from one of the ancient chant settings. 
After returning to the fanfare motif, the choir enters, and the three elements—brass and 
timpani, organ and voices—join forces to express the exuberance of the text. Motives 
are often repeated as well as new ones introduced to give the movement both a sense of 
cohesion and spontaneity. 

The second movement is quieter and more solemn in response to the prayerful nature 
of the middle section of the text. The introduction of vocal solos adds a more personal 
element. The various combinations of solo horn, solo voices, organ and brass and timpani 
respond to each other in such a way as to create a kind of mosaic of sound that seems at 
once both ancient and modern.

The last movement reflects the mood of the first, but with even more exuberance. 
The irregular, dance-like rhythms of the opening passage are soon funneled into a fugue. 
Here, layer upon layer of imitative sound is added creating an ever-heightened sense of 
energy. Toward the end, the brass joyously barges in with phrases from the great Lutheran 
hymn, “All Glory Be to God on High”, a sixteenth-century paraphrase of the Gloria. After 
the brass has contributed a third phrase from the hymn, all forces combine for a reeling 
conclusion.

Available Editions
	 Choir Score, Order No. MSM-70-020
	 Full Score, Order No. MSM-70-020A
	 Reproducible Instrumental Parts, Order No. MSM-70-020B 

	           (Two Trumpets in B-flat or C, Horn in F, Trombone, Tuba, and Timpani)
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1. Gloria in excelsis Deo
K. Lee Scott, ASCAP

Gloria

Commissioned by University United Methodist Church, Austin, Texas, Marc Erck, Director,
for the centennial celebration of the sanctuary
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∑
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∑
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