Program Notes for Maoz tzur
The text for Maoz Tzur used here is the first of six Hebrew verses. Only the fifth verse is specific to the
events surrounding Chanukah. The verses detail instances wherein the Jewish people were subjected to
and released from oppression: the slavery in Egypt and the Exodus, the Babylonian exile for seventy years,
the oppressive edicts of Haman and his eventual downfall and, finally, the defilement of the temple by the
Greeks and its eventual rededication. The first letters of the words of the verses give a clue to the author of
the text, spelling out the name “Mordechai.”

The Text 2

Maoz tzur, y'shuati, O, mighty Rock of nzy @gli%m
I'cha naeh I’shabeiach. How right it is to pradse You. "

Tikon beit t'filati You ”;lll restore m;%oz
v'sham todah n’zabeiach. ilLaffe
L'eit tachin matbeiach mitzor hamnabeiach,
az.egmor b’shir mizmor

chanukat hamizbeiach.

Transliteration by Robert Applebaum
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The set Three Pieces for Chanukah (SATB) was composed for Greg Skalinder and the Coriolis Ensemble, Evanston, IL.
The SSAA version was arranged for Rob Keene and the Williamsburg Women's Chorus, Wilisamsburg, VA.

Three Pieces for Chanukah

2. Maoz tzur

for SSAA Chorus unaccompanied
Traditional Hebrew folk song
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Arrangement: © Copyright 2017 by Ione Press, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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