PROGRAM NOTES

Scrapbookers is a micro operetta for soprano duet and piano. The piece was commissioned by Indiana-based
ensemble, Soprani Compagni, for their project, “Portraits of Women in Contemporary Soprano Duet.” In the
operetta, Carol and her sister, Noelle, are at Carol’s weekly crop night to work on a wedding anniversary scrapbook
for their parents. Carol is an avid and long-time scrapbooker. Noelle knows nothing about scrapbooking. The sisters
bicker as they take a trip down memory lane, but also remember their strong family connection.

Duration: 14:00 z
SYNOPSIS
Carol and Noelle are at Carol’s weekly crop night. Carol has talked Noelle int rto n
wedding anniversary scrapbook for their parents. They are seated among a 0 en worki

scrapbooking projects. We do not see the other women, but occasio C oelle look ar th
and engage with these invisible scrapbookers.

At the beginning of the operetta, the two sisters have just arrived a
her supplies and equipment and talks with some of her fellow

0
complains about doing the project. Tiffany (the pianist for the op”
scrapbooking, to which Noelle retorts that the scrapbook bug never

Carol plops down a huge box of family pictures in fro e. Noelle rumm
out a picture of herself and Carol at age five an te hoto, they ar
their mother knit for them. The picture launches i emories of
to the group. Noelle coaxes Carol into singing with pite Carol’s resis

in the box and pulls
tching red sweaters that
, which she sings aloud

arol is embarrassed wi le s with the attention. Finally,
le selects pictures, ks through her cardstock for design
gs that thei i

As they finish their impromptu performan

ol: © Soprano, mid
re is e and two chair. age. Carol has a large craft tote full of her scrapbooking supplies and
ipment. She also has a ox of family photos.

they settle into working on the scrapboo,
ideas. They sing in fond remembrance o
e: Soprano, unger sister by five years
: Speaki e d by the pianist
PREMIERE PERFORMANCE
The piece was pr d November 13-14, 2015 by Soprani Compagni as part of their new works symposium,
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z \ SETTING
“Portraits of Women in Contemporary Soprano Duet;” Indiana Wesleyan University, Marion, Indiana.

Leanna Kirchoff (b. 1969)

For biographical information visit: www.leannakirchoft.com



LIBRETTO

(Scene: There is a table and two chairs center stage. Carol has a
large craft tote full of her scrapbooking supplies and equipment.
She also has a large box of family photos. Carol had talked her
sistet; Noelle, into coming to Carols crop night to work on an
anniversary scrapbook for their parents. They are seated among
a gathering of women working on scrapbooking projects. We do
not see the other women, but occasionally Carol and Noelle look
around the room and engage with these invisible scrapbookers.
Carol is an avid and long-time scrapbooker. Noelle knows
nothing about scrapbooking. The two sisters have just arrived
and are getting settled at their spot.)

Carol  (She pulls each of these things out of her craft tote and
plops them on the table.)

Pictures, paper, pens, scissors, stickers, glue.

The album, page protectors, stamps, punches, embellishments,
decorative tape.

Buttons, trimmers, rulers, fonts.

Noelle (As Carol continues to list, Noelle mockingly echoes
Carol.)

Pictures, paper, pens, scissors, stickers, glue.

Expensive, obsessive, time-consuming.

Just a hobby, decorative tape has taken over your life. '

Just a hobby;, all the essentials. \

Carol
Cardstock, patterned papers, cutting tools, adhesive
ribbon, fringe, sequins, tags, tacks, brads, crimp
powder.

Noelle
Do you really need all this stuff, C’

(Looks around the room at an an's supply box.)
Look at her toolbox!
It’s even bigger than yours!
Carol (as if talking to 0 walking b

Hi Bonnie!

Did you see these ments? '

Aren't they the ¢ gs¢ \
I can’t wai s

Noell

Won't m do?

Mom an on't care

Carol (to Noelle)
A nice scrapbook w
Anyone can put picture
even you, Noelle. (coyly ins

Noelle (annoyed)
Well, thanks, Carol.

Carol
Nancy!
We enjoyed Christina’s birthday party on Saturday.
Can you believe she’s ten years old?

Noelle (replaying Carol’'s comment.in her head)
“Anyone can put pictures in a p. bum,
even you, Noelle”

Can’t we do this at home?

I don’t know anyone here.

(as if talking to another woman walking by)

>/

Carol
It’s more fun to work ﬁ,
(becoming anneyed
Socialize, Noe
Share stoties.

ed by pianist, spea here she is
e piano.)

Hey, Carol, is this your si

ol
ffany, meet oe
Tiffany
Nice to .

Are you or a visit?

©
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and Noelle
t’s fiftieth wedding anniversary.

Tiffany (to Noelle)
You seem a little...uncomfortable.
Is this your first time scrapbooking?

Noelle
The scrapbook bug never bit me.

Tiffany

You're kidding?

You've got a lot to catch up on.
Welcome to the crop!

Noelle (exasperated)
Can we just get this done?

Carol (irritated)

You don't have to like this, Noelle. (becoming tender)

But, Mom and Dad will be happy knowing we did this
together. You know how they always wanted us to be close.
(Carol plops down a huge box of family pictures directly in front
of Noelle. They begin to rummage around in the box.)
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Noelle (She pulls out a particular picture and is immediately

delighted.)

Christmas, 1973!

Mom knit us each red sweaters, our names on the front.
(Noelle launches into a childhood song she used to sing.)

My name is Noelle Klingendorf.

I live on Silverbell Lane.

I was born on Christmas Day,

so my parents gave me the name, Noelle.

Carol  (Trying to change the subject, she suddenly grabs the
photo out of Noelles hand.)

Okay! We can use that one.

Pick something else.

Noelle (continuing with her song)

(Optional: Noelle stands as if she is giving a performance.)
My sister’s name is Carol Klingendorf.

She’s five years older than me.

Tiffany (from the piano)
Hey, Noelle, you can really sing!

Carol (to Tiffany)
That’s my sister!
She likes to embarrass me.

Noelle (continuing with her song)
Mom wants us to do things together.
Knit us each a matching sweater.
Although we're really not alike,

I think Mom likes me better.

(Noelle nudges Carol to get up' e
Come on, Carol!
Don’t you remember?
It’s your turn!

Sing with me, Carol!

O

Carol  (Finally, Caro
name as an aside.)

My name is Car dorf-Peterson. \

I have a yi ister.

I was on the:tenth of July,

and [ no idea why my paren e “Carol,

when I ame was “Ka

Carol and Noelle
(Carol and Noelle ¢ romptu performance, but
singing more to one a s if they are back in the present.)

I think I'm lucky that yo
All that we've shared;
I hope I don't forget all these memories.

y sister.

Tiffany (Tiffany claps wildly from the piano, perhaps whistles
and hollers.)

Carol  (peeking over.at
pictures of me. .5
\ arol and No

r

d joins iyzdd i rried

(As if the entire room has erupted in applause, Carol and Noelle
nod “thank yous” to the invisible people sitting around them.
Noelle basks in the applause; Carol feels awkward.)

Carol (embarrassed)

Well, thanks for that, Noelle.
Noelle (very pleased with hersel
That was one for the scrapboo.

I'm just sharing our story.

Carol

You organize the pic

I'll pick out paper.

(They get.to w sorts through pi Carol looks
throug t becomes obvi t they both are

enj

Noe

are doing.)
Mo d’s wedding, their ho

oon, pictures of me...

t Noelle is doing and interjecting)

and pictures o s we took, and holidays.

Carol
My wed

le
Dad’s work, Mom and Dad’s church groups...

Carol
and my Sylvie, Josh, Rachel, Ben...

Noelle
and the family pets.

Carol and Noelle

Our senior pictures, and every birthday, Dad’s car collection,
Mom’s fancy crochet, Grandma, Grandpa, our favorite Aunt Jo,
and Uncle Lou.

Carol
Pictures of all the things that families do.

Noelle
Family picnics, reunions, friends of the family, best friends,
boyfriends, family pictures.

Carol and Noelle (tenderly)
Pictures of all the things that families do.

THE END
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(She pulls each of these things out of her craft tote and plops them on the table.)
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(In the background Carol continues

to list her scrapbooking supplies.)
41 atempo p

 [) \ — .
- r3 ! —¥ i —1 i I ! — N — I r3 = —]
>y ] —
Card - stock, pat-terned pa-pers, cut-ting tools, ad - glit-ter,
H
- = I
d LS f
e
f-time,
dreamy feel
a tempo
A %k
-
LO—4—+S
[ S
m
plegato, espressivo
- b
P — — :
|

i B —|
( Bed. liberally)

o N .
N | - 1 |
e T e 1 = Il T 1
7 P VA 1 I - 1
@ I I e 1
.LJ
tacks, brads, crimp-ers,

nother woman’s supply box.)

L

4 =zt 2
. 2=z
P - B <>
o
mf
l)op -
: e e o e s e e S e
| Il | ) I—— T T  I—— T

|

*In passages with a key signature, accidentals are in effect throughout the measure, as typical.
In passages without a key signature, accidentals remain in effect throughout the beat or within a beamed figure.
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(Carol and Noelle continue their impromptu performance, but
192 singing more to one another as if they are back in the present.)
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(They get to work. Noelle sorts through pictures,

and Carol looks through her cardstock.
It becomes obvious that they both
are enjoying what they are doing.)
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